THE PSYCHO-ANALYSIS OF CHILDREN

her own early sadistic phantasies have not come true or that she has
succeeded in restoring the objects of them.1

As has already been pointed out, the individual loves his 'good'
object the more since, by being the aim and object of his restitutive
tendencies, it affords him gratification and lessens his anxiety. No
other object possesses this qualification to such an eminent degree
as does the helpless little child. Furthermore, in expending her
maternal love and care upon her child she not only fulfils her
earliest desires but, as she identifies herself with it, shares the
pleasures she gives it. In thus reversing the relationship of mother
and child she is able to experience a happy renewal of her earliest
attachment to her own mother and to let her primal feelings of
hatred for her recede into the background and her positive feelings
come to the fore.

All these factors contribute to give children a tremendous
importance in the emotional life of women. And we can readily see
why it is that their mental balance should be so much upset if their
child does not turn out well and, especially, if it is abnormal. Just
as a healthy and thriving child is a refutation of a whole number
of fears so is an abnormal, sickly, or merely rather unsatisfactory
one a confirmation of them, and may even come to be regarded as an
enemy and a persecutor.

Ego Development

We shall now only consider briefly the relation between the
formation of the girl's super-ego and the development of her ego.
Freud has shown that some of the differences that exist between the
super-ego formation of the girl and that of the boy are associated
with anatomical distinctions between the sexes.2 These anatomical
distinctions affect, I think, both the development of the super-ego
and the ego in various ways. In consequence of the structure of the
female genitals, which marks their receptive function, the girl's
Oedipus trends are more largely dominated by her oral impulses,
and the introjection of her super-ego is more extensive than in the

1 She also takes this as a proof by reality that her urine, which she likens to
milk, is not harmful; just as, on the other hand, she often looks upon her
menstrual blood as a proof by reality that her urine and other excreta are
dangerous substances. Moreover, the fact that her supply of milk does not
give out is a refutation not only of her fear, arising from her sadistic phantasies,
that her breast has been destroyed, but convinces her that her excrements are
not harmful to her own body. These were the weapons she used to attack her
mother's breast in her imagination and now she sees that they have done no
harm.

2 'Some Psychical Consequences of the Anatomical Distinction between the
Sexes' (1927), S.E. 19.
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